What is Claimed is : 

^J^ttij&^y ^ A V Y stem for targeting advertisements to 
a user of an interactive television program guide, 
which comprises: 

use\ television equipment, including: 

a* receiver for receiving television 
program guide information and advertisements for said 
interactive television program guide, said 
advertisements having preselected values for specified 
demographic categories ; 

a\user input receiver for receiving 
user input; 1 \ 

a microprocessor which utilizes 
said user input received to determine user values for 
demographic categories; \and 

memory for storing said user values 
for the demographic categories; and 

said user television equipment comparing 
said preselected values for specified demographic 
categories associated withtsaid advertisements with 
values of corresponding demographic categories stored 
in said memory to determine! which advertisements should 
be displayed by said interactive television program 



2. The system of claim 1, wherein said 
memory is non-volatile memory. 

3. The system of claim 1, wherein said user 
television equipment further comprises a remote control 
for transmitting user input for reception by said user 
input receiver. 
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4. The\ system of claim 1, wherein the 
comparison of said preselected values with said values 
stored in memory isl per formed by said microprocessor. 

5. A method for targeting advertisements to 
a user of an interactive television program guide, 
which comprises: 

receiviAg advertisements for said 
interactive television program guide, said 
advertisements having preselected values for specified 
demographic categories ; 

receiving liser input from user 

interface; 

determining \^iser values for demographic 

categories utilizing said user input; 

\ 

storing said user values determined for 
the demographic categories; 

comparing said\ preselected values for 
specified demographic categories associated with said 
advertisements with stored values of corresponding 
demographic categories to determine which 
advertisements should be displayed by said interactive 
television program guide; and 

displaying the advertisements determined 
to be displayab-le based upon theVcomparison , 




6. Tha method of claim 5, which further 
comprises storing information concerning television 
channels and programs necessary for determining values 
for demographic categories. 
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7. Tl^e method of claim 5, wherein 
determining user values for demographic categories 
further comprises providing to each television channel 
and program having a loearing on at least one 
demographic category a ^predetermined value indicative 
of said channel or program's indication of how well the 
user fits said demographic\categdry . 



method of claim 5, wherein 



8 . The m< 

determining user values for demographic categories 

further comprises providing to said user input a weight 
U \ 

value indicative of the effect said user input has on 



the user values fon the demographic categories 



9. The method of claim 5, which further 

\ 

comprises providing default values for the demographic 
categories . 

10. The method of claim 5, wherein 
determining user values for demographic categories 
further comprises providing a period for each 
demographic category. 



11. The method of claim 5, which further 

\ 

comprises a decay procedure to refresh user values for 
the demographic categorizes. 

12. A mVthod for targeting advertisements to 
a user of an interaortiva^belevision program guide, 
which comprises: \ vAV 

providing user television equipment for 
receiving television program guide information and 
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advertisements \for said interactive television program 
guide, said advertisements having preselected values 
for specified demographic categories; 

receiving user input; 

calculating user values for demographic 

categories utilizing said user input; 

storing said user "values calculated; and 
\ 

compearing said preselected values for 
specified demographic categories associated with said 
advertisements with Istored user values of corresponding 
demographic categories to determine which 
advertisements should be displayed. 



d be dimple 



13. A system for selectively displaying 
advertisements to users of user television equipment on 
which an interactive television program guide is 
implemented/- comprising: 

means for determining demographic 
category data for each luser individually; 



means fo'r storing said demographic 
category data for each user in said user television 



equipment of that user 



•i 



means for receiving advertisements and 
\ 

associated demographic category data with said user 
television equipment; and 

means fori displaying certain ones of the 
advertisements for each user with said interactive 
television program guide based on a comparison between 
said demographic category data for the user and said 



demographic category dat 



associated with said 
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14. A trie t hod for selectively displaying 
advertisements toi users of user television equipment on 



which an interact 
implemented, compr 

det 



ve television program guide is 
ising : 

ermining demographic category data 
for each user individually; 

stcjring said demographic category data 
for each user in said user television equipment of that 
user; 

receiving advertisements and associated 
demographic category data wi,^ said user television 
equipment; 

comparing beTween said 'demographic 

category data for tfte user and said demographic 

category data associated with said advertisements; and 

1 

displaying certain ones of the 
advertisements for each user with said interactive 
television program giaide based on the comparison. 

ft 

11 

15. An interactive television program guide 
system for. determining user values for demographic 
categories, which comprises: 

user television equipment, including: 

a ireceiver for receiving television 
program guide information for said interactive 
television program guide; 



a liser input receiver for receiving 



user input; 



a microprocessor which utilizes 
said user input receivedito determine user values for 

*ies; and 



demographic categor: 
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memory for storing said user values 
for the demographic categories. 

16. The system of claim 15, wherein said 
\ 

memory is non-volatile xc&nory . 



11. The \sys tern of claim 15, wherein said 
\ 

user television equipment further comprises a remote 
control for transmitting user input for reception *by 
said user input receiver. 




